K. pneumoniae and its isogenic mutants were stained with crystal violet and India ink to visualize the presence of capsule. Overnight cultures of K. pneumoniae cells were mixed with 4 µl india ink and spread on slide glass to form a thin film. To prevent destruction of the bacterial capsules from heat, the samples were air-dried at room temperature for 15 min. The samples were then stained with 0.1 % crystal violet for 1 min and washed with distilled water to remove unbound crystal violet. After drying at room temperature the slide glasses were examined under inverted bright field microscope (Nicon TE200, Tokyo, Japan).
2242, K. pneumoniae 2242△fimA mutant strain, and wabG-complemented strain K. pneumoniae 2242△wabG/pBBR1MCS5-wabG were found to have a capsule surrounding the bacteria (Fig S1-a, c, d ). On the other hand, the capsule is absent in K. pneumoniae 2242△wabG mutant of which the gene encoding outer core LPS is knocked out (Fig S1-b) . 
